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The recording device comprises of a picture compression processing 
part (102) which comprises an image data. Multiple image memories (103 
- 105) store these compressed image data. An image expansion processing 
parts (106 - 109) are provided individually for yellow, magenta, cyan 
and black colour images. Each image expansion processing part. receives 
the output from the multiple image memories. 

The expansion processing part performs the expansion of compressed 
image data stored in the image memories. Individual image recording 
part (111 - 114). The recording part records the longitudinal image 
data from expansion processing part. A detector detects whether the 
recording of image data is performed in recording part. A recording 
control part- (110) controls the supply of image data from the expansion 
part to recording part based on detector output. 

ADVANTAGE - Performs high compression of image data. Enables 
judging of image character from wide range of image information. 
Enables easy colour regulation . Unites display colour and printed 
colour. j 
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ABSTRACT 

PURPOSE: To realize the reduction of a picture memory and efficient 
transmission even at the time of printing a multilevel color of high 
picture quality by storing picture data in the compressed state and 
expanding it in accordance with the printing speed. 

CONSTITUTION: An RGB or Lab signal is inputted from an input part 101. In 
the case of RGB, it is first subjected to color conversion to Lab of CIE 
and is next subjected to picture compression by a color conversion and 
picture compressing part 102. Compressed picture data is recorded in 
picture memories, namely, a luminance memory 103, a color difference 1 
memory 104, and a color difference 2 memory 105. Stored picture data is 
subjected to expansion processing and color conversion by parts 106 to 109 
which reproduce respective printing color signals. Reproduced color signals 
Y, M, C, and K are successively recorded on recording paper by recording 
parts 111 to 114 of the four continuous drum recording type. A sensor is 
arranged which detects that recording paper passes from each of recording 
parts 111 to 114, and expansion and conversion parts 106 and 109 are 
operated based on passage of the paper by the control signal of a recording 
control part 110. 
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